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SUBJECT: PUBLICATIONS PROCUREMENT IN SCANDINAVIA

The PPO visited Denmark, Norway and Sweden from June 5 %o June 27.
A number of bookstores were visited in Copenhagen, Oslo and Stockholm
and consultations were held with Embassy officials.

In all three countries publications were piocked up which fall in
the purview of standing requirements. Since thils was the first regional
~sourement trip to Scandinavia, some older reference works were purchased

“wfhich may have been missed in the past. g

The outstanding feature in all three countries is the high price of
books, probably a reesult of small editions. Yearbooks are often published
bi-annually only and reference works three to fouxr years old are con- -
sidered quite up-to-date. In none of the countries does anyone store
stock all titles in which we are interested end service is slower than
in Berlin. ' ‘

Copenhagen (?

The PPO arrived on June 5, a Danish nationgl holiday; the Embassy .
and stores were closed. Next day she was informed that the Embassy had ‘ \
appointed a new Eart-time PPQ who visited several bookstores with her,

At a meeting w Embassy of ficials the PFO explained that the full and
part-time publications procurement program dces not duplicate the CERP
ProgTram.

The funds allotted to the Embassy by SP and WF were used in addition
to Berlin selection fundae. - ‘

we sew a few of the gratis serial publications which the Embassy hes
been sending to ICD/FP and believe Teleteknik and Eleciroteknikeren to be
of interest to WF and Ingenioeren, the organ of the Danish engineer's
A”ganiza-tion, to AMS and WP, . -
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— ¥hile in Copenhagen, WF's order # 8/58 of lay 29 came in and we

omitted a number of publications which we had intended to buy for WF.
The FPPO also visited the publications outlet of the Danish communist
paper and bought a few propaganda pamphlets snd some Russien titles
of which very few were in s tock. R
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Arrival June 12, departure June 19. The part-time PPO had a book-
store prepare lists on the basis of the WP reguirement guide which
proved extremely helpful. This was a small bookstore and the owmer
had & good idea of the publications in which we are interested; un-
fortunately very few were in stock to be loocked over. Howsver, he got
them together for us during the week. The PPO aleo purchased at a
second s tore which the WP representatives had visited in Oslo.

while in Oslo, the AMS sllotment of §200.00-came in; the previous
balenoce of obligation 1404 had been spent in Copenhagen. The 8P and
WP funds, allotted to Oslo, were obligated in addition o Berlin
selection fundas. ' : -

Stocggolm.

-’ The PPO arrived late in the evening Thursday, the 19th; the
Embassy and the stores closed as of noon June 20 for Swedish Midsummer
weekend. On June 23, the reporting officer consulted with the
Stockholm PPO and was accompanied by a local employee to the largest
bookstore in Stockholm where the Embassy places its orders. We
belisve that prices for publications are still higher in Stockholm
than in the two other capitals. Orders were slso placed at a second
bookstore. None of the stores appeared to have more than one copy of
reference works in stock but most of the publications ¢ame in before
the PPO departed. The Embassy had spent spproximately $75.00 of the
WF allotment prior to the arrival of the PPO, the balance as well as
the SP allotment were obligated during the week, - The Stockholm PPO
informed us that he had sent samples of serial publications which he
belioves to be of interest to ‘ashington agencies. The PPO left Stock-
holm June 27; the Embassy had gone to great trouble to get all
obligatiny documents to Washington before the FY 58 deadline.

After Stockholm the PPO spent a few days leave in Helsinki; she
iscussed publications procurement with the ad hoc PPO., She alsc visited
the Academy bookstore in Helsinki which has an amazing number of Russian
books; including dictionaries, in stock. OSome © e publications date

back to 1946. It is possible that some Russian titles which may have
been missed in the past could found In Helsinki,
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Summery. We believe that one trip s year by the regional PPO will
suffice to supplement the local publications procurement program.
It is suggested that the Department send copies of its orders to
Copenhagen, Oalo and Stockholm to Berlin to avoid duplications.

The assistance of the Copenhagen, Oslo and Stockholm Embassies
is gratefully acknowledged.

FOR THE ASSISTART CHIEF OF MISSION:

m L ﬂ:f\

Adwminiastrative Officer

Distributions

Embassies Copenhagen, Oslo, Stockholm
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